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HELLO READERS!

Welcome to the Winter Newsletter.

Happy New Year and welcome to 2025. | hope you all had a great
festive break. As | write this it certainly is very bleak and dreary
winter weather with freezing temperatures and frost. However, |
am happy to report that this year's Henley Poppy Appeal was very
successful. So far from the beginning of October it has raised
£41,132 and this is looking like it might be at least the second
best amount raised in the last 10 years and as we've only got
another eight months to go it's likely to be a new record.

TTFN
Richard Pinches.

Remembrance Poppy on Mill Meadows
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2025 EVENT CALENDER

Timings - 2nd Thursday every month. Venue - Henley Rugby Club, Menza Cafe. Talk at | 1.30am
(be seated by I 1.20am) and lunch 12.30pm. We very much look forward to seeing you and don’t forget
that you are welcome to bring guests and gather at the bar from 10.45 a.m. before moving to the

adjoining meeting room for the talk and lunch.

Lunch consists of a hot main course or an alternative vegetarian dish, pudding, and coffee/tea.

NB Booking & Payment must be made by the Thursday before the lunch.

Book with Karen by email: kegrieve@btinternet.com or phone her on 07990 833241.
Then pay £18 for the lunch preferably by Bank Transfer to:

RBL Henley or by cheque  RBL Henley-on-Thames Branch,

Acc 00027756 made out to: c/o Kathy Bardwell-Springett Branch Treasurer,
Sort Code - 30-94-13 5 The Maltings,

Ref -Lunch Hart Street, Henley-on-Thames, RG9 2FE.

Car parking - If you would like to park at the Rugby Club we will collect 50p from you on your
arrival and pay it into the club for you. Please put a note in your car window saying RBL Lunch.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Thursday 13th February 2025 Branch member Angus Ross, ex-RAF Pilot now volunteering
with the Thames Valley Air Ambulance talking about the work of this vital emergency service.

Thursday |13th March 2025 Pilot Pauline Vahey will present “Those Magnificent Women in their
Flying Machines”

Thursday 10th April 2025 WW2 historians Karen and Bret Wiles will give an illustrated talk
about food rationing and bring examples to show us.

VE Day 80th 8th-10th May The town will be commemorating the end of the War in Europe
with many events in the town and a 1940s Lindy Hop dance in the town hall on Friday 9th May.

Thursday 8th May 2025 Micheal Redley talks about Henley's History Group's research
about how the war affected Henley and in particular Air Raid Precautions.

Thursday 12th June 2025 Tim Came’s talk “The Four Milner-Barry Brothers” covers the interesting
careers of his grandfather & his 3 brothers during World War Il serving in the Royal Navy, the SAS
and the SBS as well as at Bletchley Park.

Saturday 28th June 2025 Armed Forces Day in the Market Place collecting for the Poppy Appeal
Thursday 10th July 2025 No meeting due to summer recess.
Thursday 14th August 2025  Summer event with RAF Volunteer Band at Mill Meadows. TBC.

Thursday | 1th Sept 2025 Ex Nettlebed GP, Dr Jim McWhirter, talks about his volunteer
work in Uganda with Rotary Doctor Bank where he has worked since 2012 with rural Ugandan mission
hospitals and local Rotary Clubs.

Thursday 9th October 2025  AGM. Tara Macleod, Chair of Board of Trustees & Lottie Pheasant
Theatre Manager will give a talk on “The Kenton Theatre — Past, Present & Future”.

Sunday 9th Nov 2025 Remembrance Sunday Lunch — No Speaker
Thursday 13th Nov 2025  No meeting due to Poppy Appeal

Monday |5th Dec 2025 Christmas Lunch — No Speaker




POPPY APPEAL LAUNCH

This year’s Poppy Appeal launch was held on Saturday 26th
October in the Market Square. Once again it was supported
by Sam Brown’s Fabulous Ukulele Band which played three
sets over the course of the morning, supplying the crowd
with a fabulous array of songs from many eras. There was
thought to be a record number of people coming and going
according to RBL stalwart, Angelina Jones, who has been
attending the launches for 25 years. There were also two
WW?2 Willys Jeeps together with Josh Thatcher, Richard
Pinches and his son Ben in WW?2 desert uniform and our
Branch President John Green in his replica Sherwood
Foresters uniform with original badges. The Mayor, Clir
Rory Hunt, received the first poppy as per tradition and in
total £1,985 was raised — a great start to the Poppy Appeal.

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE AND LUNCH

This year’s Remembrance Service was held on
Sunday 10th November. Attendance was high
despite some light drizzle, which unfortunately
scuppered the RAF Benson flyover. The Mayor’s
speech highlighted the terrible conflicts around
the world, then after refreshments in the Town
Hall RBL members and guests enjoyed an
excellent meal served at the Masonic Centre.

POPPY FACTORY

HERO REMEMBERED JANUARY LUNCH

On 9th January, at
the Menza cafe, the
Deputy Mayor, Tom
Buckley, stood in for
the Mayor at the last
minute  as our speaker
and gave a  superb
insight into the role
of the Town Council
and duties of a mayor.

The Henley Standard recently
published an article about Major
George Howson, who lived at the
Hyde near Hambleden and served
on the Western Front throughout
WWI. He was awarded the Military
Cross for his actions at
Passchendaele in 1917. After the
war he wanted to support battle-
wounded men and with the help of
a grant from the British Legion he
founded the Poppy Factory now
based in Richmond.

Photo Teresa Russ

This has become the leading employment charity for wounded veterans.

In November the annual ceremony at Major Howson’s grave in Pheasants

Hill took place when a wreath was laid in his memory. The Rev Sue

Morton in our photo now invites everyone to attend a special service in

Hambleden church on Sunday 26th January at |1.00 a.m. to mark the Tom Buckley &
official unveiling of a plaque commemorating this remarkable and humble John Green
man. Courtesy of The Henley Standard.



richard pinches
Pencil


REPORT ON HENLEY CADETS Report by John Green

On Wednesday 4th December 2024, |
presented certificates of appreciation for
the cadets for their support on
Remembrance  Sunday. The  worthy
recipients were Sgt Major E.
Chamberlain, who commanded the RBL
contingent on the day, Sgt S Petit who
carried our Branch Standard, and Cpl
Scott-Wood who carried the Peppard
Standard at their service. The evening of
the presentation was the last parade
before Christmas hence some of them
being adorned with tinsel! | addressed the

parade and thanked them all for their  Sgt Major Chamberlain Cpl Scott-Wood
smart turnout and excellent drill.

VE DAY 80th COMMEMORATION MAY 2025

This will be a big multi day event run by our Town Council in conjunction with our
Royal British Legion Branch to Commemorate the VE Day 80th anniversary, with
significant input from the Henley Archaeological and History Group who have
researched how the war affected the inhabitants of Henley. These findings will be
revealed with guided tours around Henley town centre on 10th May, when there will
be a full size Spitfire Mark IX as a focal point augmented with reenactors and
vehicles.

The Spitfire will be an homage to 'The Henley Spitfire' AA80I,
a photo reconnaissance plane bought with funds raised locally.
On completion at RAF Henley (White Hill) it then flew on
[7th October 1941 to RAF Benson where it was stationed.
After many sorties it was shot down over Norway. Pilot Sandy
Gunn survived, but was sent to Stalag Luft lll, and as part of
the infamous 'Great Escape' got out through the tunnel known

as Harry. Tragically he was then captured and was one of the -
50 men executed by the Germans. Painting of AA8OI by Ben Holmes

'‘Don't tell him your name, Pike!'

On 10th May reenactors such as the Redline Home
Guard Living History Group, depicting the battalions
along the Red Stop Line in Oxfordshire, will be in
the town centre, offering drill training to all ages!
RAF Danesfield will also be represented as well as
SOE operators who were trained locally at Fawley
Court, Hughenden Manor and Bletchley Park

STOP PRESS

Henley Branch has been awarded the Branch Efficiency Trophy which will be presented at the
Oxfordshire County Conference on Ist Feb 2025 at the Carterton Community Centre.
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