
 

The Royal British Legion 
Henley-on-Thames & Peppard Branch 

AGM – 17th October 2023 

 

Present 
John Green – President (JG) 
Anne Evans – Chairman (AE) 
Kathy Bardwell-Springett – Treasurer (KB) 
Karen Grieve – Events Organiser (KG) 
Mollie Jeffrey – Membership Secretary (MJ) 
Richard Pinches – Poppy Appeal Secretary (RP) 
Rosemary Jones – Minute Secretary (RJ) 
Stan Ainsley – (AS) 
Ania Kozniewska (AK) 

Apologies 
 
 
 
X 
 

Absent 

 
 

 Agenda 

 
Exhortation 
Approval of AGM minutes 2022 
Chairman’s report 
Treasurer’s report and adoption of accounts as of June 2023 
Appointment of Committee en bloc 
Committee posts to be voted in 
Membership Secretary’s report 
Event Co-ordinator’s report 
Poppy Appeal Organiser’s report 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

Chairman AE opened the meeting at 10.00 a.m. with the Exhortation and 
recital of the Kohima Epitaph by the President JG. 
 
An attendance list and copies of the various reports are attached at the end of 
these minutes. 
 
Minutes from the 2022 AGM were presented to members and approved. 
 
Chairman’s Report 

 
Chairman AE presented her report – remembering the passing of Elizabeth 
Green with sadness.    It has been a successful year of events and KG was 
praised for doing a wonderful job with the new booking system.   It was hard 
to keep the price down, but it was managed.  Thanks to KB for keeping the 
accounts in good order.  The new Poppy Appeal Organiser is Richard Pinches 
and it was stressed that no forces involvement was necessary to join the 
Legion.    Thanks to everyone for all they have done over the past year. 
 

JG/ 
AE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AE 



AE requested that members agree to re-appoint the current Committee 
members: 
     President – John W. Green 
     Chairman – Anne Evans 
     Hon. Treasurer – Katherine Bardwell-Springett 
     Membership Secretary – Mollie Jeffrey 
     Welfare – John Green/Stan Ainsley 
     Newsletter Editor – Anne Evans 
     Committee Member – Stan Ainsley 
     Committee Member – Ania Kozniewska 
 

2 Treasurer’s Report 
 
KB noted that the current funds held by the branch exceed the recommended 
amount for a branch current account and that excess funds will be transferred 
to a Branch Funds Initiative account which is interest bearing. 
 
KB then presented an excellent summary of the accounts with coloured slides 
of the flow charts for the year ending 30th June 2023 for approval. 
 
▪ Total Branch Funds of £23,975.03 show a £3,154.11 increase on last year.  
▪ In accordance with RBL accounting rules(a), £3,000 was transferred to an 
easy access, interest bearing Branch Funds Initiative Account in December 
2022. 
▪ The COIF Charities Fund shows a gain of £530.47 in the value of the fund 
relative to last year, reflecting improved market conditions.  
▪ We have also received an income of £506.48 in dividends from the COIF. 
 
KB thanked Andrew Bowes (County Treasurer) for examining the accounts 
and submitted them to the members for adoption which was approved.  
 

KB 

3. Appointment of Committee Members 

 
The following posts were filled: 
     Deputy Chairman and Poppy Appeal Secretary – Richard Pinches 
     Assistant Events Organiser – Ania Kozniewska 
     Minute Secretary – Rosemary Jones 
The present committee listed above and these posts were voted in en bloc. 
 

 

4 Membership Secretary’s Report 
 
MJ reported that there are 110 members in the Henley and Peppard combined 
branches.   Sadly we have lost 9 members in the last 12 months.   New members 
and others who have returned to the fold are: 
     Stephen Ackroyd        
     Gwyn Anstey 
     Beverley Hall 
     Cabdi Jaamac 
    Rob Steed    and Geoff Walsh 

MJ 



MJ went on to say that a warm welcome awaits every new member and we 
hope you will help us spread the word and invite local friends to join us in 
support of the Legion.    Many thanks to everyone in the branch for your loyalty 
and support. 
 

5 Events Co-ordinator’s Report 

 
Tuesday 18th April – Yanto Evans, Community Fund Raiser for Oxfordshire 
and veteran of the Falklands War and Close Protection in Afghanistan and 
Iraq.  “Falklands War Experience with 3 Para”. 
Tuesday 16th May – Joanna Bogle. 
All events are listed in the Newsletter up to Christmas.   Looking for speakers 
in the New Year.   Richard will to talk on past wars, Civil War, Napoleon war, 
Special Forces in 1940-43 in the Western Desert.   John Bodman to talk on his 
experiences in India.P   John Green to talk about his father in 1st World War. 
All future events to be posted on the Branch website. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JG 

6 President’s Report 
 
Recruitment Flyer:  some suggestions – Heading “Why join the RBL?” 

 

• Helps fund the care of ex-service men/women and their families 
affected by armed conflict and the aftermath. 

• Help maintain RBL’s role as main custodian of remembrance. 

• Attend monthly lunch and talks, to meet old friends and make new 
ones. 

• Include at least one case history as per excellent RBL flyer. 
 
Memorial Tree:  Has been trimmed but plaque still hidden and needs to be 
brought forward to be seen. 
 
Standard Bearer:  Busy time and well-reported in Henley Standard and 
branch newsletter so no need to repeat here. 
Carried the Standard at the annual Service of Thanksgiving and 
Remembrance in Banbury to mark Battle of Britain Sunday 17th Sept. 2023. 
Huge parade including Air Cadet Units, Sea Cadets, Veterans and Army 
Cadets.   Marched through Banbury with colours flying led by ACF band. 
After a very moving service at St. Mary’s church the parade reassembled on 
the main street flanked by crowds of onlookers. 
The climax was a flyover by a Lancaster Bomber which made three circuits.  
The roar of those four mighty Merlin engines brought spontaneous and 
prolonged applause from the crowd. 
Finally, a march-past in front of the Mayor and Councillors.  Then dismissal 
in front of the RAF Association which supplied generous refreshments.   A 
day to remember. 
 
Branch Chairman: Met with Richard Pinches to discuss possibility of him 
applying for role of Branch Chairman.  Negative response as his priority now 
is to make a success of the Poppy Appeal Organiser role.   However, Richard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RP 
 



did say he would reconsider after a hopefully successful Poppy Appeal this 
year.   He agreed to talk to Anne about the duty and role of Branch Chairman.  
Richard to talk to Anne about the assistance she needs to carry on as 
Chairman for another year.  
 

 
 
 

7. AOB 
 
Gazebo:  All agreed we should purchase the gazebo costing £1,482 which 
comes with double branding.   Ania to order, all were in favour.  The delivery 
address to be Richard’s. 
 
Agreed to carry on posting Newsletters, Kathy to provide the envelopes. 
 

 
 
 
AK 
 
 
KB 

 
The meeting closed at 11.10 a.m. 


